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A Hammer and Nails
A Skit for the Reformation Party, October 30, 2015

Okinawa Lutheran Church

The Cast:

Martin Luther

Five Friends

Two Town People

Deacon of the Castle Church 
in Wittenberg

Martin Luther
Do you have any nails?
Friend #1
What do you need nails for?

ML
I need them to nail this paper to the door of the Castle Church.

F1
What is written on the paper?

ML
It is a call to have a debate about abuses in the church.

F1
What sort of abuses?

ML
Indulgences, the selling of the forgiveness of sins, etc.   Do you have any nails?

F1
Only my finger nails.  Ask #2 over there.

ML
Do you have any nails?

F2
What do you need nails for?

ML
I need them to nail these 95 Theses to the bulletin board on the door of the Castle Church.

F2
What is a “theses”?

ML
A “theses” is a point or problem that needs to be debated and discussed.

F2
What are you going to debate?

ML
The forgiveness of Sins.  Do you have any nails?

F2
I have no nails, but I can tell you about the most important nails in the history of the world!

ML
What nails are those?

F2
Those are the nails that were used when Jesus was crucified on the cross.  Jesus died and then rose again on the third day to forgive our sins

ML
Yes, that is right.  I want everyone to know and believe that.  So I want to post my 95 Theses.  Do you have any nails?

F2
Sorry, no.  Say!  You know what?  Fredrick the Wise has a big collection of relics.  He might have one of the original nails that held Jesus on the cross.  If you view the nail, you might get out of purgatory 100 years earlier!  

ML
That is exactly what I want to debate against!  So, I don’t think Fredrick would allow me to borrow one of his rusty old nails.  So, you don’t have any nails?

F2 
No, I don’t.  Why don’t you ask #3 over there?
ML
Excuse me.  Do you have any nails?

F3
Why?

ML
To post my 95 Theses.

F3
You don’t need nails!  You need “Post ‘Em” stickers!  Just write one theses each on a little sticker and then post them all over the door!
ML
No, those stickers are too small.

F3
I was just joking.  Here you are.  Here are some nails for you.

ML
Thanks!   Oh, do you have a hammer?

F3
No.  Ask #4.

ML
Excuse me.  Do you have a hammer?
F4
A hammer??

ML
Yes, a hammer.

F4
No, I don’t have one, but if I did, I would sing about it!  Listen!
If I had a hammer,

I'd hammer in the morning,

I'd hammer in the evening,

All over this land,

I'd hammer out danger,

I'd hammer out a warning,

I'd hammer out love between,

My brothers and my sisters,

All over this land.

If I had a nail,

I'd nail it in the morning,

I'd nail it in the evening,

All over this land,

I'd nail down danger,

I'd nail down a warning,

I'd nail down love between,

My brothers and my sisters,

All over this land.
If I Had A Hammer 
Peter, Paul & Mary It was written by Lee Hays, Pete Seeger.

ML
That was sweet!  Thanks!

F4
You are welcome.  But if you want a real hammer, ask #5.

ML
Excuse me.  Do you have a hammer?

F5
Of course I do.  I am a carpenter after all.  But do not expect me to sing a song for you!
ML
That’s Okay.   Can I borrow a hammer?
F5
Sure.  Do you want a big one or a little one?

ML
Either one will be big enough to make a lot of noise and to break down the power of the Pope and break open the gates of Purgatory so that people can go to heaven.
F5
I remember some Bible passages about hammers.
Judges 4:21, “But Jael, Heber’s wife, picked up a tent peg and a hammer and went quietly to [the enemy Sisera] while he lay fast asleep, exhausted. She drove the peg through his temple into the ground, and he died.”
Jeremiah 23:29, “Is not my word like fire,” declares the LORD, “and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?”
Isaiah 2:4, “They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.”
But, Joel 3:10, “Beat your plowshares into swords and your pruning hooks into spears.”
ML
My hammer might be like that last one.
ML
Thank you, everyone for the nails and the hammer.  Now I will go to the church and post my 95 Theses.

ML
[at the door of the mini chapel.]  Here we are.  Now…….
Deacon
Stop!  What do you think you are doing?

ML
I want everyone to read my 95 Theses, so I’m going to nail my 95 Theses on the door of the church.

Deacon
No, you are not!  You are not going to deface church property.

ML
What am I suppose to do then?

Deacon
Please use this Scotch tape.  It won’t leave holes in the door.  

ML
But is the tape strong enough to hold the paper?  Will my 95 Theses stay there?

Deacon
No, they will not stay here!  The Theses will be copied and people all over Germany, Europe, and around the world will read them.  It will start a debate that will last at least 500 years!

Town Person 1
Hey, look.  Someone posted something on the church door.

Town Person 2
Hmmm.  It looks like a call for a debate

TP1
Theses Number One.  “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, ‘Repent’ (Mt 4:17), he willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.”
TP2
Thesis #32. “Those who believe that, through letters of pardon [indulgences], they are made sure of their own salvation, will be eternally damned along with their teachers.”
TP1
Thesis #43. “Christians are to be taught that he who gives to the poor or lends to the needy does a better deed than he who buys indulgences.”
TP2
Theses #51. “Christians are to be taught that the pope would and should wish to give of his own money, even though he had to sell the basilica of St. Peter, to many of those from whom certain hawkers of indulgences cajole money.”
TP1
Thesis #62. “The true treasure of the Church is the Holy Gospel of the glory and grace of God.”
TP2
Thesis #86. "Why does the pope, whose wealth today is greater than the wealth of the richest Crassus, build the basilica of St. Peter with the money of poor believers rather than with his own money?"
TP1
I think we are going to have trouble!

TP2
I think we are going to have a Reformation!
The End.
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